
354 Unit 6: Classroom Management and Instruction

•• Talk informally with students during noninstructional time. These chats should be 
mostly about their interests, but teachers should also share their own interests without 
oversharing or attempting to be their friend—just be a real person.

•• Do not treat all students equal—some want attention and others don’t; some like encour-
agement while others view it as an indication that they are incapable. Effective classroom 
managers know their students and use different strategies with different students.

Parental Involvement
In addition to building positive relationships with students, teachers also need to build rela-
tionships with parents and encourage parental involvement in their child’s education. Parental 
involvement can be defined as parents’ participation in their children’s education to pro-
mote academic success. High parental involvement can be displayed in many ways, including 
school-based involvement, such as volunteering at the school for academic or extracurricular 
activities and communicating with teachers about problems and concerns, as well as home-
based involvement, such as parents having high expectations for their child’s academic achieve-
ment and supporting their child’s learning at home (Epstein, 1987). Parental involvement in 
elementary school may include more school-based involvement, whereas in middle school 
and beyond, parental involvement may be more focused on home-based involvement (Hill & 
Tyson, 2009). A particular aspect of parental involvement—academic socialization—seems 
to be linked to academic achievement for middle school students. Academic socialization 
includes openly discussing parents’ values and expectations for academic success, assisting 
with learning strategies, and fostering future plans based on academic strengths and interests 
(Hill & Tyson, 2009).

Parental involvement is important because empirical data has consistently found that higher 
parental involvement is related to higher academic achievement among students (Choi, Chang, 
Kim, & Reio, 2015; Hill & Tyson, 2009; Hopson, Schiller, & Lawson, 2014). In particular, 
academic socialization has been tied to self-efficacy and engagement in academics, as well as 
higher levels of intrinsic motivation for academics (Grolnick et al., 2013; Hill & Tyson, 2009). 
Each of these student characteristics is directly related to academic achievement, as depicted in 
Figure 17.2.

FIGURE 17.2	 Parental Involvement. Parents’ involvement in their child’s 

education has important implications on student characteristics, and those student 
characteristics have important implications for academic outcomes.

Parental Involvement Student Characteristics Academic Outcomes

Academic
socialization

Student self-ef�cacy
for academics

Student grades

Student
standardized test

scores

Student engagement
for academics

Student intrinsic
motivation for

academics

Parental involvement: 
See Module 2

Self-Efficacy: See  
Module 9

Intrinsic motivation: See 
Module 15


